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Thank you from the Minister for

Education, Training and the Arts

| would like to extend my thanks and appreciation to
those hundreds of community members in the
Mackay region that helped our schools and TAFE
campus during the recent floods.

Mums, dads, grandparents, teaching staff and other
community members gave of their time to ensure
our teaching facilities were operational. They did this
at a time when many of their own homes were
flooded or extensively damaged.

There is still work to be done in our schools, but the
restoration and clean-up in the flood's aftermath is
well on track. Thank you for all of your assistance.

Rod Welford MP
Minister for Education and Training
Minister for the Arts

|| Conveyance Allowance Assistance

Conveyance Allowance is an assistance provided
by Queensland Transport to eligible parents /
guardians who drive their students to school or to
the route of a school bus.

There are several types of Conveyance Allowance
available. These are determined by the type of
school attended, distance driven to school or bus
route and the type of school bus service (if any)
provided in your area.

Application forms with further details are available
by calling into the Passenger Transport section of
Queensland Transport in endeavour Street, Mac-
kay or by telephoning 49518313.

QOCE Credits for Duke of Edinburgh’s
Award program

School Bus Assistance for Lower
Income Families

Queensland school students have even more
reasons to sign-up for The Duke of Edinburgh’s
Award program this year.

Students taking part in the worldwide youth
development program can now earn credits towards
their Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE) -—
the state’s new senior schooling qualification.

The QCE has replaced the Senior Certificate, and
recognises a range of achievements by students
from the start of Year 10 — including school-based
academic performance, as well as workplace,
university and community achievements.

Under the new qualification system, Duke of
Edinburgh’s Gold Award recipients can now bank
two credits toward their QCE, while both Bronze and
Silver awardees can earn one credit. Credits apply
for awards achieved since 20 June 2007.

The awards requires participants, aged 14-25, to
complete self-selected activities, including
community service, skills development, expeditions
or explorations and physical recreation, for a
minimum of six months.

For more information about the Duke of Edinburgh’s
Award parent can visit www.dukesaward.gld.gov.au

The Safety Net Scheme was developed by the
State Government to assist students who do not
receive other forms of School Transport Assistance
and are members of lower income families.

Who May Be Eligible?

To be eligible for assistance under the Safety Net
Scheme, students must be in one of the following
categories:-

* Students of families eligible for a Health Care
Card;

* Students of families eligible for a Pensioner
Concession Card;

* Students of families receiving Veterans Af-
fairs Pension; or

* Students placed under a Care and Protection
Order
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|| Chance to celebrate Queensland’s 150% birthday

There’s still time for schools and their communities to
share in a $4 million fund to help them celebrate
Queensland’s 150™ birthday in 2009.

Under the Queensland Government's Q150 program,
the grants are available to school P&C associations as
well as other community groups.

Grants range between $2000 and $10 000.
Examples of eligible projects and activities include:

e Music and theatrical performances

e Festivals

e Exhibitions

e Community art works

e Community education activities

e Community arts and recreation events

e Publications, including books, DVDs, CDs
e web-based material

e Oral histories

e Research projects
Seminars and lecture series.

The anniversary celebrations, which will run through-
out 2009, will express the vision - "Reflect on our past,
imagine our future" - and be shaped around four
themes - history, people, places and future.

Successful applications will need to link their projects
and events to the Q150 themes.

Round 2 is now open and closes 13 April 2008. Suc-
cessful applicants will be announced during Queen-
sland Week (June).

Round 3 (final round) will open 30 June 2008 and
close 5 September 2008. Successful applicants will be
announced 10 December 2008.

Visit www.q150.qgld.gov.au for the funding guidelines
and application form or call 1800 502 419.

|| Cross Country

We've had a busy time with sports this term and the
Interhouse Swimming Carnival went very well. Congratu-
altions to all age champions and the winning house -
Denniss.

The Interhouse Cross Country will held on Thursday 17
April in the first week back after the holidays. The
carnival will be held in class time and will be run in the
immediate area around the school grounds.
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